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next day's battle. His design was simple. Lannes
with the main force, supported by the reserve of the
Guards, was to advance in the centre towards Vierzehn
Heiligen, starting from the summit of the Landgrafen-
berg, and moving over the plateau behind a screen of
skirmishers. Soult and Ney were to hold the right
wing, protecting Lannes from being outflanked.
Augereau on the Schnecke and the road to Weimar
was to hold the left, checking any similar threat in
that direction. Murat with a force of twenty thousand
flashing cavalry was ready for the terrific glory of the
pursuit. But he chiefly watched the left, for it was
there that Hohenlohe had massed his greatest strength,
believing that Napoleon's attack must come along the
Schnecke and the Weimar road. He had neglected
the Landgrafenberg in consequence, and that was why
Napoleon and Lannes were able to climb it and establish
troops and guns there on the late evening of the i3th.
So it was that at first sign of light on the morning
of the 14th, Napoleon stood there peering in vain into
the thick white mist. He believed that the main
Prussian army under Brunswick lay only a few
hundred yards in front of him. That was his great
mistake throughout the day. It was not the main
army, but Hohenlohe's powerful rearguard that was
hidden there. For Napoleon it was indeed a for-
tunate mist that veiled the position on both sides, for
some sixty thousand of his central force were thickly
crowded upon the summit, a mark through which
Hohenlohe's guns could have ploughed long and
bloody furrows, as the round shot flew and bounced
among their congested and helpless ranks. But by
ten o'clock, when the white sun began to glimmer
through the mist, the troops had deployed upon open
ground, and the advance began.